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LU XU R Y 

YACHT

Just imagine the wind blowing your hair, the fresh breeze is caressing your body while a 
beautiful sunset is on the horizon.  You are on board of your own yacht with a glass of 
wine in your hand while sitting at the aft (a rear part of a ship) and feeling an unparalleled 
sense of freedom and adventure. From here only you decide where and when you want to 
go, everything is possible, and you become the master of your own destiny.

t h e  u l t i m a t e  g u i d e  o n  b u y i n g  a

“The key benefits for yacht owners are the opportunity of living an intimate and 
relaxing experience with your nearest and dearest and the natural landscape, the sea 
breeze and the scent of nature,” said Ugo Pellegrino, sole director of the innovative 
Italian shipyard Arcadia Yachts. “You can change the scenario of your travel almost 
every day.”

Andrea Pezzini, Director of the Swiss-based Floating 
Life Yacht Management firm, agrees: “The pleasure of 
having full freedom to move along the coasts and access 
places where you usually can’t get from the ground. All 
this comes with a six-star hotel condition.”

They say: "With a yacht, 
you feel happy only twice. 
The first time is when you are 
buying one. The second time is 
when you are selling the yacht." 
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Everything sounds fantastic but how do you buy a luxury yacht. Where 
do you start and what are the steps to follow? It’s as simple as one, two, 
three, four.

STEP THREE
WHAT DETERMINES THE 
PRICE OF A LUXURY YACHT?

Andrea Pezzini: “The first parameter is the gross tonnage, after 
which the type of boat gives the value, engines mounted and 
level of luxury for the construction of the boat. Then also the 
brand that builds it defines the price.”

Gross tonnage means the volume of the interior. You can 
have a five per three meters room with three-meter (10ft) 
ceilings or with five-meter (16tf ) ceilings. Yachts of the 
same size can be narrow and fast or sumptuous and slow.

In Ugo Pellegrino’s view, the essential elements are “the rep-
utation (not the history) of the shipyard, materials used, com-
ponents, level of customization.” 

STEP ONE 
SAILING OR MOTOR

First of all, choose a type of your future yacht. While sails look very 
romantic (they definitely are), motorboats of similar size usually offer 
much more space on board. But sailing yachts consume less fuel, if any, 
only in case there is no wind at all.

“If we talk about a sailboat, there is the pleasure of moving in the silence of 
the wind, where you can only hear the sound of the wind and the one left 
by the wake of the sea,” comments Andrea Pezzini. “It's not like having 
another beach house. The yacht is not a house. It's a different situation in 
one's life. It's like having a spaceship that travels in the sky, with a yacht you 
can travel in beautiful places with your own family things.”

"The fun of owning a yacht is part just knowing that you own a yacht and 
that she is there for you, whenever you feel like it," said Leonardo van den 
Berg, Commercial Director of Dutch luxurious yacht builder Zeeland-
er Yachts. “Also, people enjoy the whole journey leading up to ordering the 
boat and specifying colors, fabrics, planning of holidays on board and day 
trips, inviting friends, stocking the boat with the right food, snacks and 
drinks, getting the best toys for water activities: Sea-Bobs, tenders, scuba- 
and snorkeling gear, wakeboarding.”

There are two different approaches to 
getting you a yacht. Actually, they are 
the same as in the fashion industry. 
You either buy a ready shirt that fits 
your budget and size or visit a Saville 
Row's tailor and order a bespoke one. 
The same way works with the yachts.  

There are production companies that 
build exact yachts with no or mini-
mal customization. Then there are 
semi-custom yacht builders. They use 
pre-developed ‘platforms.’ It means 
the hull and naval architecture (lines 
of your future vessel) have already 
been created and tested, but you can 
make a lot of adjustments inside ac-
cording to your own personal taste. 
That is how most shipyards business 
model looks like nowadays.

Finally, there is a top category. The Custom builders. 
The Crème-de-la-crème of the industry. Sometimes it 
takes three to four years to build an 80-meter (260 feet) 
superyacht with a cost of 1.5-2 million euros ($ 1.8 – $ 
2.6) for each meter of length meaning 100 million eu-
ros ($ 125 million) for 70 (230 feet) meters. Generally 
speaking, there are very few of them left in the world. 
They produce superyachts that push boundaries, break 
records, and cost a fortune even for the Gulf and Rus-
sian billionaires. In this case, you usually start building 
from a scratch, an idea, a pencil sketch, and everything 
is being developed according to your wishes.

“A client, who builds a yacht he desires, refers to architec-
ture and design studios, and they draw the boat the way 
he wants,” said Mr. Pezzini. “Basically, they design his 
dream.”

STEP FOUR
YACHT AS INVESTMENT

Except for a few exceptions, such as fractional 
ownership, when you share ownership with 
your partners, the yacht is an investment of its 
own pleasure, not a real money investment. 
Like with automobiles. When a car leaves a 
store, you immediately lose 30% of the value 
even if you decide to sell it after one week of 
slow usage. 

“Let me be honest,” says Leonardo van den 
Berg. “A boat will depreciate over time. Consid-
er it an investment in yourself, your family and 
friends. Some things are simply priceless.”

STEP TWO
MADE-TO-MEASURE OR PRET-A-PORTER
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